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What is IATI?
The International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI) was launched in September 2008 at the High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness in Accra, and is a multi-stakeholder initiative that seeks to increase the transparency of global funding information in order to maximise its effectiveness in reducing poverty. IATI aims to make more information about aid available more quickly, and ensure that funding information from a variety of different sources is provided in a standard format so that it is easier for people to find, use and compare. 
Who is involved in IATI?
Membership is open to all organisations who endorse the IATI Accra Statement, and in the future the Framework for Implementation.  To date, 18 organisations have joined, including the Hewlett Foundation, 12 bilateral donors, and five multilateral agencies. In addition, 18 partner country governments have endorsed IATI – see http://www.aidtransparency.net/ for details and many more engage as observers.
How will IATI work?
Rather than constructing a new mega-database, IATI aims to establish a common standard for the publication of funding information.  IATI members will undertake to publish their global funding information in the agreed IATI format, usually via their website. The location of their information will be recorded in a central IATI Registry, which will act as a catalogue for users wishing to access information about funds. 
What role can foundations play in IATI?

Current foundation engagement with IATI is as follows:
· The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation signed up to IATI at Accra in 2008 and have since been working on a template for implementation based on how they do business and outlining appropriate ways for Hewlett to report information that works alongside IATI information.
· The US-based Foundation Center has recently become involved in the Technical Advisory Group and is working on mapping the US Foundation Center reporting standard to the IATI standard, with funding from the Hewlett Foundation. 
· IATI Secretariat and Steering Committee Members have had informal discussions with other US foundations about IATI, including a presentation on IATI at the Grant Managers Network 2010 Conference in Baltimore.

All of these contributions are very valuable to IATI’s work. Going forward, IATI is keen to step up its engagement with foundations and to continue dialogue to explore how the IATI standard might be adapted for use with a wider group of foundations for the following reasons: 

· Publishing information in an accessible, comparable way enables better programme planning and helps philanthropic organisations to allocate their funds most effectively. Greater transparency can reduce the duplication of effort and can maximise the potential for collaboration between organisations and projects, particularly those that receive funding from both private foundations and official donor agencies.
· IATI regional consultations have shown that there is real demand for better information from foundations from stakeholders in developing countries for planning and advocacy purposes. In addition, the recipients of such funds can benefit from more information (location, intention, available funds etc.), enabling them to provide valuable feedback on the effectiveness of the projects.
· This demand for information is contextualised by the volume of funds coming from philanthropy: 2008 grants benefitting developing countries from US foundations was an estimated $4.6 billion, out of an estimated $7 billion in overall international giving by foundations.
 
· Policy makers in developing countries would have a much more complete picture of the magnitude and intent of the resources flowing into their countries if they had more information about the private philanthropic resources that are often channelled through non-governmental organizations rather than through recipient country governments.
What are foundations already doing?

IATI recognises that there are already a number of initiatives by foundations and other organisations aimed at addressing their own transparency, accountability and effectiveness, including: 
· The US National Committee for Responsive Philanthropy (NCRP), an independent watchdog for US foundations who conduct research on the sector and advocate for best practice, including increased information in a ‘free, publicly accessible and searchable format.’
· The Foundation Center has several tools including an interactive mapping tool, Philanthropy In/Sight, combining their data on grants and grant makers with Google Maps to tell the story of philanthropy. Glass Pockets is another initiative that shows the online transparency and accountability practices of some of the largest U.S. foundations. Also part of the Foundation Center is Grantsfire, a feed of real-time raw data reported by foundations that use the Grantsfire “hGrant” format. It facilitates grant reporting and increases the timeliness and accessibility of grant maker information for everyone. 
· The European Foundations Centre Good Practice Principles, aim to reinforce good practice, openness and transparency in the European independent giving community.
All of these demonstrate the commitment of foundations to increase their own transparency, and IATI is keen to learn from these, and engage with them as appropriate. At the same time, IATI can add further value by offering:

· A common platform and protocol for what information foundations share to increase pro-active publication of data;

· A common standard for reporting on flows into developing countries;
· Coverage of more data fields, increasing the amount of information that is available;
· Comparable data which can be analysed between organisations and both private and public funders, with similar taxonomies for dates, sectors, countries etc.;

What else can foundations do?

Foundations can engage with IATI with a view to increasing their transparency in a number of ways: 
· Engage in discussions with the Foundations Center and the IATI team to explore how it is possible to link up the Foundation Center standard and the IATI standard; 

· Join the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) to explore how the IATI standard can be adapted to make it more relevant to foundations;
· Promote IATI and access to information on resources for poverty reduction through advocacy and funding. 
· Join IATI by endorsing the IATI Accra Statement, contribute to finalising IATI’s Framework for Implementation (FFI), and endorse the FFI once it has been agreed. This includes a commitment for each signatory to develop an implementation plan for publishing information to the IATI standard; 

If you’d like to discuss any of the information in this document further, or express an interest in joining IATI or the Technical Advisory Group, please contact Isabel Bucknall (Isabel@devinit.org).
� Figure from the Foundation Center, including funding directly to developing countries, to third-party countries for work benefiting developing countries, and the U.S.-based international programs for work benefiting developing countries.







